YOUR GARDEN IN SEPTEMBER
Kitchen Garden
-  Sow Turnip, spinach, winter lettuce, oriental vegetables and over-wintering onions for 

    cropping next Spring.

-  Plant out onion sets and spring cabbage for spring cropping.

-  Plant peaches and nectarines whilst the soil is still warm.

-  Order rooted fruit trees and bushes for late Autumn planting.

-  Harvest maincrop potatoes.

-  Gather marrows, pumpkins and squashes as they mature.

-  Cut self-blanching celery before the first frost.

-  Pick apples and pears before they over-ripen, and Autumn raspberries as they ripen.

-  Cut down asparagus foliage once it turns yellow then mulch their beds with organic matter.

Pest and Disease Watch
-  Remove fruit affected with brown rot.
-  Set mouse traps in sheds where fruit and vegetables are being stored.

-  Net ripening fruit to protect from birds.

-  Prune out diseased shoots on fruit trees.

-  Check for chrysanthemum white rust.

-  Powdery mildew can still be a problem in warm, dry weather.

-  Apply nematode biological controls for vine weevil to containers.

-  When bringing non-hardy plants indoors for the Winter, check for any pests and diseases 
    and treat as appropriate.

-  Most fungi appearing at this time pose no threat to garden plants, but look out for the 

    massed fruiting bodies (‘toadstools’) of honey fungus.

Flower Garden
-  Sow hardy annuals in situ.
-  Sow sweet peas in cold frames or glasshouses.

-  Plant new perennials and divide existing clumps.

-  Plant daffodils by mid-September.

-  Set out Summer sown violas, foxgloves and wallflowers…

-  Buy or order Spring flowering bulbs.

-  Continue deadheading perennials to prolong displays.

-  Deadhead and feed hanging baskets to keep them going.

-  Bring inside tender perennials such as Abutilon and Fuchsia before the first frosts,

    but wait until after these before lifting dahlias and cannas.

-  Take cuttings of tender perennials such a Pelargonium and Osteospermum

-  Continue collecting seed as it ripens.

Trees, shrubs, hedges and climbers
-  As the weather cools, plant evergreen trees and shrubs

-  Prune late Summer flowering shrubs.

-  Give evergreen hedges a final trim.

-  Keep camellias and rhododendrons well watered to ensure flower-bud formation.

-  Take semi-ripe cuttings of evergreen shrubs.

Glasshouse & Indoor Plants
-  Pot up Hippeastrum (Amaryllis) bulbs, and plant up containers of prepared hyacinths
   for Christmas flowering.

-  Ventilate conservatories during warm weather and reduce shading as light levels fall. 

Lawns
-  Reduce mowing and raise height of cut.

-  As the weather cools, being scarifying, aerating and top dressing.  Repair patchy lawns

   with seed or turf (this is also a good time to turf or seed new lawns).

-  Apply a lawn weedkiller to control perennial weeds before the weather cools.

-  Apply Autumn lawn feed before topdressing. 

Ponds and Water Features

-  Thin out submerged oxygenating plants.
-  Net ponds to stop fallen leaves entering.

-  Remove dead leaves from waterlilies as they die back.

-  Continue to remove blanketweed and duckweed.

Wildlife Gardening

-  Sow or plant new meadows.

-  Give wildflower meadows a final cut before Winter.

-  Leave some seedheads standing to provide food and shelter for wildlife.

Garden Structures
-  Clean patios and hard surfaces to remove moss and algae.

-  Make and repair compost bins.

-  Clean and store away garden furniture.
