YOUR GARDEN IN OCTOBER
Kitchen Garden
-  Plant out Spring Cabbage.

-  Finish planting autumn onion sets and plant garlic.
-  Lift and pot up herbs for use over the winter.
-  Harvest pumpkins and squash.
-  Continue lifting carrots, beetroots and potatoes and complete harvesting of apples.
-  Dig up outdoor tomato plants and hang in glasshouse to ripen.
-  Sow green manures and sow overwintering broad beans.
-  Sow radish, mustard, cress and winter lettuces in grow bags under glass.
-  Lift and divide rhubarb crowns.
-  Cut out fruited canes of berries and tie in new canes.

-  Protect wall-trained outdoor figs.

-  Tidy up old foliage and runners on strawberry beds.

-  Complete orders for fruit trees and bushes.

-  Dig over vacant areas of the vegetable plot and cover with black polythene.

Pest and Disease Watch
-  Remove yellowing leaves from brassicas to restrict grey mould.
-  Collect and dispose of fallen fruit with brown rot and dispose of apple and pear leaves

    infected with scab or pear rust.     
-  Apply grease bands to fruit trees to protect from winter moth.
-  Spray peaches and nectarines against peach leaf curl.
-  Cut back growth on perennials affected by powdery mildew.
-  Collect and dispose of leaves affected by leaf spot, scab and other diseases.
-  Continue keeping an eye out for the toadstools of honey fungus appearing around woody
    plants.

Flower Garden
-  Cut back perennials as they die back.
-  Continue division and planting of herbaceous perennials.
-  Plant out spring bedding such as wallflowers, forget-me-nots and polyanthus.
-  Replant hanging baskets with winter heathers, trailing ivies and spring bulbs.
-  Complete planting of spring bulbs.

-  Wait until first frosts to lift dahlias and cannas.
-  Bring tender plants into the glasshouse or conservatory before cold weather.
Trees, shrubs, hedges and climbers
-  Prune climbing and bush roses.
-  Take hardwood cuttings of roses, Salix and Continus.
-  Pot on cuttings taken earlier in the year.
-  Hedge planting, tree planting and moving trees and shrubs can all get underway.

-  Check tree ties and stakes before the winter.
-  Clear up fallen leaves and put on compost heap.

Glasshouse & Indoor Plants
-  Complete cleaning of glasshouses to reduce overwintering pests and diseases.
-  Move tender plants under cover after checking for pests and diseases.

-  Cut feeding to avoid soft, sappy growth.

-  Reduce watering of house plants as the days shorten, watering in the morning. 

Lawns
-  Regularly rake and clear fallen leaves off lawns.
-  Complete scarifying, aeration and topdressing.   October is a good time to lay turf.
-  Give meadows areas a final cut.
-  Apply an autumn lawn feed. 

Ponds and Water Features

-  Net ponds to prevent autumn leaves falling in.
-  Complete tidying up, clearing debris, weeds and excess pondweed from the water.
-  Cut back overgrown marginals.
-  Remove pumps, clean and store over winter.
-  Take precautions to prevent ponds freezing over.

Wildlife Gardening

-  Clean out bird baths.
-  Replenish bird feeders.
-  Make a leaf pile for hibernating mammals.
-  Flowering ivy is an excellent late source of nectar and pollen for insects.

Garden Structures
-  Drain standpipes and irrigation lines before the frosts.
-  This is a good time to get lawnmowers and other equipment serviced.
-  Build a leaf pen of posts and chicken wire to make leafmould from autumn leaves.
