YOUR GARDEN IN MARCH
Kitchen Garden
-  Place straw beneath strawberries to keep the fruit clean.
-  Complete mulching fruit trees.
-  Protect peaches, nectarines and peaches from frost with fleece on cold nights.
-  Start harvesting asparagus spears from established plants.
-  Continue successional sowings of salad crops.
-  Sow French and runner beans direct into the soil in milder regions, or under cloches
   elsewhere.
-  Sow cauliflowers, sprouting broccoli and leeks outside in seedbeds.
-  Complete sowing sweetcorn, cucumbers, courgettes and squash in pots to plant out

-  later.

-  Plant out artichokes and thin sowings of Florence fennel.

-  Earth up potatoes.

-  Stake peas and prepare supports for runner beans.

-  In mild areas harden off tomatoes, courgettes and pumpkins for planting out towards

    the end of the month.

-  Start removing sideshoots from indoor tomatoes.

Pest and Diseases
-  Destroy blackcurrant bushes affected by Big Bud Mite.
-  Hang pheromone traps in apple trees to reduce codling moth.
-  Check for signs of canker bacterial canker and blossom wilt on fruit trees.
-  Water radish and other brassicas to encourage strong growth t counter flea beetle damage.
-  Use felt discs around stems of cabbage to protect from root fly.

-  Treat containerised plants against vine weevils.

-  Check for lily beetle on fritllarias and lilies, and indoors inspect regularly for glasshouse

    Red spider mite, whitefly and thrips.

-  Check roses for blackspot, aphids and leaf-rolling sawfly.

Flower Garden
-  Harden off plants raised from seed and cuttings before planting out.
-  Plant out cannas and dahlias after the danger of frost has passed.
-  Complete planting of summer-flowering bulbs.
-  Protect emerging lilies from late frosts.
-  Sow biennials such as wallflowers for transplanting in the Autumn.
-  Put supports in place for tall perennials such as delphiniums, lupins and monkshood.
-  Plant up baskets with tender annuals and perennials.
-  Deadhead and divide crowded clumps of bulbs.
Trees, shrubs, hedges and climbers
-  Clip evergreen hedges.
-  Trim winter-flowering heathers as the flowers fade.
-  Deadhead rhododendrons and azaleas.
-  Divide and transplant bamboos.
-  Prune spring-flowering shrubs such as flowering currants, spiraea and forsythia after
    flowering.

-  Cut back young Acacia and Eucalyptus to keep them compact.

-  Propagate hydrangeas and other shrubs from softwood stem-tip cuttings.

Glasshouse & Indoor Plants
-  Repot house plants and increase watering rates gradually.
-  Apply shade paint or use blinds on glasshouses and conservatories, increasing
    ventilation on warm days.

Lawns
-  Begin regular weekly mowing of lawns.
-  Apply a high nitrogen summer lawn fertiliser.
-  Use a selective lawn herbicide if weeds are a problem.
Wildlife Gardening

-  Wildflower meadows can still be planted up using plug plants.
-  Mow recently-sown perennial meadows after about six weeks.
- Check hedges carefully for nesting birds before trimming them.
Garden Structures and equipment
-  Complete division of water lilies and plant new aquatic plants.
-  Regularly remove blanket weed and skim off floating weeds.
-  Keep birdbaths clean and topped up.
