YOUR GARDEN IN JANUARY
Fruit and Vegetables
-  Renovate old apple and pear trees and complete the formative pruning of your trees.
-  Prune gooseberries and currants and do not delay pruning grape vines.
-  Harvest vegetables: parsnips, Swedes, broccoli, Brussels sprouts, leeks and Jerusalem
    Artichokes.

-  Clear spent crops and cover ground with black polythene to allow cultivation later.
-  Begin to force rhubarb in mild areas, sow broad beans in pots for planting out in spring,
    and make early sowings of lettuce, cabbage, salad onions, carrots, radishes, spinach and

    turnips for planting out in February.

-  Sow onions to plant out in March.
Pest and Disease Watch
-  Apply an organic winter wash to fruit trees to control overwintering insect  pests. 
-  Place potted peaches and apricots under cover to protect from peach leaf curl, and
   Construct polythene covers over trees outdoors.

-  Renew grease bands to protect fruit trees against winter moths, and continue to net 
   Brassica crops against pigeons.

-  Pick yellow leaves off brassicas to reduce grey mould and downy mildew. 
-  Inspect stored tubers of Dahlia and Canna for rot and drying out.
-  Continue to check indoor plants for whitefly, Red spider mite, mealybugs and 
    Scale insects, and inspect sickly box and holly for signs of blight.

-  Depending on the species, bracket fungi on trees may be a sign of internal rot or root

    damage; call in a tree surgeon for a professional opinion.

Flower Garden
-  Cut away and dispose of old leaves of hellebores.  Sow Begonia, Lobelia, Salvia,
    Pelargonium and sweet peas and place in a heated propagator.  Pot on autumn sown sweet 

    Peas and pinch out tips.  Wrap containers with bubble polythene for frost protection.

Trees, shrubs, hedges and climbers
-  Take hardwood cuttings of woody plants including Cornus, Weigela, Chaenomeles and 
    Roses.

-  Try to complete planting and pruning of deciduous trees, shrubs and hedging.  
-  Protect less hardy plants in cold spells with dry mulches over the roots and fleece wraps.
-  To prevent damage, brush any snowfall off the branches of conifers and light-limbed 
    trees and shrubs.

-  Cut back vigorous climbers such as Virginia creeper and Boston Ivy.
Glasshouse & Indoor Plants
-  Move house plants to sunny windowsills until March; water sparingly until Spring.
-  Maintain a minimum temperature of 5 degrees C for overwintering pelargonium, fuschia 
   and other tender plants.

-  Pot up Hippeastrum and water and feed regularly.
-  Keep indoor cyclamen in a cool room with good light.  

Lawns & Meadows
-  Remove molehills and wormcasts as they appear, and avoid walking on lawns in wet or 
    Frosty weather.
-  Spike areas where water collects to improve drainage.
- Algae and lichen in lawns are signs of poor drainage and excessive shade.
Wildlife Gardening

-  Feeding birds becomes even more important in cold spells as natural food sources diminish.
-   A variety of bird food will encourage a wider range of birds.  Tinned dog food is ideal for
    Hedgehogs emerging from hibernation in mild spells.

Garden Structures
-  Stock up with pots, stakes, canes and other gardening sundries in preparation for the busy
    Spring period.
-  Clear leaves and twigs from glasshouse and shed gutters.
-  Use pond heaters to prevent ponds freezing over completely and construct compost bins or
   Cold frames for use later in the year.

-  Lag outdoor taps and standpipes before hard frosts.
