YOUR GARDEN IN MARCH
Kitchen Garden
-  Continue to harvest parsnips, leeks, winter salads, spring cauliflower, cabbage, Brussels
    Sprouts, kale, rhubarb and sprouting broccoli.
-  Prepare seedbeds, covering with clear polythene or fleece to warm the soil.  In mild regions, 
    plant early potatoes.  Many vegetable crops can be sown outdoors, especially in mild areas.

-  Plant out asparagus crowns, shallots, garlic, onion sets and potted-up strawberry runners.
-  In frost-free greenhouses sow sweet peppers, tomatoes, cucumbers, aubergines, celery,   
    Salads and globe artichokes.
-  Protect blossom of apricots, peaches and nectarines from frost with horticultural fleece.
   Complete mulching and feeding of fruit, applying a balanced fertiliser and sulphate of
   potash.
-  Complete pruning of autumn raspberries, blueberries and gooseberries.
Pest and Diseases
-  Look out for damping off on seedlings.  Remove dead leaves from perennials to reduce
   risk of disease.
- Protect new growth from slugs and snails and watch out for early aphid attack on soft new

   growth.

-  Keep temporary shelters over peaches, nectarines and almonds to protect against leaf curl.

-  Spray fruit crops against American gooseberry mildew and apple and pear scab.

Flower Garden
-  Apply a high-potash fertiliser to emerging bulbs.  Topdress containers with fresh compost.
-  Plant and divide herbaceous perennials.
-  Sow hardy annuals in pots or modules including sweet peas.

-  Sow Summer bedding in a heated propagator or under glass.
-  Complete cutting back of ornamental grasses and other perennials.

-  Pot up cuttings of tender perennials taken last summer.

-  Deadhead daffodils as they fade but do not remove leaves.

-  Apply a general purpose fertiliser and mulches to beds and borders.

Trees, shrubs, hedges and climbers
-  Firm newly planted trees and shrubs and check ties on established plantings.
-  Plant or move evergreens.
-  Complete pruning of summer flowering shrubs and late summer flowering (Group 3)
    Clematis.

-  Delay pruning spring flowering shrubs until after flowering.
-  Renovate overgrown climbers by hard pruning.

Glasshouse & Indoor Plants
-  Topdress citrus trees in pots with fresh compost and repot if necessary.
-  Cut back over-wintered Fuschia, Pelargonium and Salvia to encourage new growth.
-  Pot up cuttings of tender perennials taken last Summer.
-  Prick out seedlings before they get crowded.
-  Grow on bought-in plug plants.
-  Prune conservatory climbers such as Plumbago, Passionflower and Jasmine.
Lawns
-  Use a spring-tine rake to remove moss and thatch.
-  Begin to mow, ensuring blades are set high for the first few cuts.
-  Complete soil preparation for turing and seeding of new lawns.

Wildlife Gardening

-  This is the best time to sow wildflower meadows on heavy soils.
-  Put up next boxes or birds and bats.
-  Keep birdbaths and ponds topped up, ideally with rainwater.
Garden Structures and equipment
-  Apply barley straw to ponds to control algal growth.
-  Replace pumps, water features and lighting systems in ponds after routine maintenance.
-  Remove dirt and algae from patios and paving.
