YOUR GARDEN IN AUGUST
Kitchen Garden
-  Increase feeding of tomatoes.
-  Lift onions,  shallots and garlic.        

-  Continue to pick fast-maturing vegetables such as beans, courgettes and cucumbers.
-  Complete lifting of second early potatoes.
-  Raise squash and pumpkin fruit off the ground to prevent rot.
-  In favourable areas sow late crops of salads, spring cabbage, turnips and Oriental
   Vegetables.

-  Transplant summer-sown cabbage, broccoli and kale.
-  Sow green manures on vacant ground.
-  Tie in new canes on raspberries and blackberries.
-  Complete summer pruning of trained fruit trees.
-  Prepare new strawberry beds.
Pest and Disease Watch
- Continue controls for blight on potatoes and tomatoes.
-  Remove and destroy any sweet corn cobs affected with smut.
-  Maintain protective measures against carrot fly.
-  Remove fruit affected with brown rot.
-  Spray apples with calcium nitrate solution if bitter pit previously has been a problem.
-  Prune out smaller branches affected with bacterial canker on stone fruit trees.
-  Inspect chrysanthemums for white rust.
-  Clear leaves affected by black spot from around roses.
-  Set traps among dahlias to reduce earwig damage.
-  Apply biological controls for vine weevils.

Flower Garden
-  Continue regular deadheading to maintain flowering.
-  Cut back geraniums to encourage a new flush of growth.
-  Take cuttings of tender and less hardy perennials such pelargonium and osteospermum.
-  Collect seed as it ripens.
-  Complete division of bearded iris.
-  Keep containers well watered using grey water whenever possible.

-  Plant Colchicum and autumn-flowering crocus.

-  Order spring flowering bulbs.

Trees, shrubs, hedges and climbers
-  Continue summer pruning of wisteria.
-  Rambling roses can be pruned after flowering, and hebes and lavender trimmed lightly after
    Flowering.

-  Give hedges their final trim of the year.
-  Keep camellias and rhododendrons well watered to ensure good flower-bud formation for
    Next spring.

-   Rhododendrons, azaleas and clematis can all be propagated by layering.

Glasshouse & Indoor Plants
-  Continue to ventilate and shade, to prevent rising temperatures.
-  Damp down glasshouse on hot days to maintain humidity.
-  Start indoor cyclamen back into growth and pot up bowls of hyacinths and paper white
    Daffodils.

Lawns
-  Avoid using lawn weedkillers during dry spells.
-  Dig over and prepare areas due to be grassed over in the autumn.
-  Summer and spring flowering meadows may be ready for cutting.
Ponds and Water Features

-  Keep ponds, especially those with fish, aerated by running pumps and fountains overnight.
-  Top up ponds and water features.
-  Continue removing blanket weed.   This problem can be avoided by treating with barley
    Straw next spring.

Wildlife Gardening
-   Birdbaths are a vital source of water for birds; keep them topped up.
-   Ensure frogs, toads and newts can get into and out of ponds easily.

