YOUR GARDEN IN APRIL
Kitchen Garden
-  Protect blossom of apricots, peaches and nectarines from frost damage.
-  Start formative pruning of plum and cherry trees once leaf buds have opened.
-  Cover strawberries with cloches or fleece for early crops.
-  Harvest spring onions, radishes, cauliflowers and spring cabbages.
-  Protect blossom of apricots, peaches and nectarines from frost with horticultural fleece.
-  Plant potatoes, earthing up later in the month and protecting shoots from frost.
-  Plant asparagus crowns.
-  Sow beetroot, carrots, Swiss chard, summer cauliflower, kohlrabi, lettuce, leeks, radish,

   turnips spring onions, peas and perpetual spinach.

-  Sow brassicas to provide transplants for later this summer, and sow herbs such as basil,

    parsley and chives.

-  Protect outdoor sowings with fleece and polythene.

-  Sow sweet peppers, cucumbers and aubergines indoors.

-  Pot up tomato seedlings to avoid them becoming pot-bound.

Pest and Diseases
-  Control aphids and caterpillars promptly, particularly under glass.
- Control slugs and snails before their numbers start to rise.
- Tackle weeds early before they get established.
-  Prevent flea beetle attacking brassicas by covering with fleece.
-  Continue netting vulnerable crops against pigeons.

-  Spray against gooseberry mildew or opt for resistant cultivars.

-  Consider spraying against apple scab and pear midge.

-  Watch out for signs of damping off of seedlings.

Flower Garden
-  Apply a general-purpose fertiliser to borders and beds.
-  Put supports in place for perennials.
-  Deadhead faded daffodil and tulip flowers as well as pansies and other spring bedding.
-  Divide clumps of herbaceous perennials.
-  In mild areas direct sow annuals outside.  Sow half-hardy summer bedding such as lobelia
   and petunias in cell trays indoors.
-  Sow sweet peas outdoors and plant out Autumn sown plants.
-  Plant summer flowering bulbs.
-  Top up pots and tubs with fresh compost.

Trees, shrubs, hedges and climbers
-  Apply a balanced fertiliser and mulch trees and shrubs.
-  Complete moving and planting evergreen trees and shrubs.
-  Prune evergreen shrubs such as Choisya, Ceanothus and Laurel, but delay pruning spring-
    fowering shrubs such as Forsythia and Chaenomeles.
-  Regularly tie in twining climbers such as honeysuckle and clematis.
-  Divide bamboos.

-  Layer climbers and shrubs.
Glasshouse & Indoor Plants
-  Maintain a minimum of 5 degrees C for tender plants.
-  Repot house plants or topdress large containers.
-  Increase watering and feeding of indoor plants.
-  Increase ventilation on mild days.
-  Propagate fuchsias from softwood-stem tip cuttings.
-  Prick out seedlings before they become ‘leggy’.
Lawns
-  Lightly rake with a spring-tine rake to remove debris.
-  Mow established lawns as necessary but with the blades set high.
-  Apply a spring lawn feed, and treat lawn weeds.
Wildlife Gardening

-  Sow or plant a wildflower meadow – cornfield annuals for an instant display in summer
    or perennial mixes for the long term.

-  Avoid disturbing nesting birds, and keep birdbaths topped up with fresh water.
Garden Structures and equipment
-  Plant up pond perennials in aquatic baskets, and divide and replant overcrowded water-
    lilies before they come into growth.

-  Apply barley straw to control algae.
